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A LETTER FROM OUBAA PRESIDENT, SUSAN GROSSMAN 

Hello Band Alumni and Friends, 

The other day I got stuck in a traffic jam on my way to work. This happens to lots of people, 

of course, but this was in Norman near the campus of the University of Oklahoma . After zip-

ping up and down all summer on Lindsey Street, the main artery through town, I came to a 

screeching halt not far from home. Cars were at a standstill almost like a game day. 

Much like when European cities empty out every August for vacation, Norman is blissfully 

quiet for nearly three months. Then it seems like overnight, there is a mass influx of human-

ity all headed towards campus. 

I feel fortunate to work in an office just a few blocks north of the band practice field. Sum-

mer is definitely drawing to a close when I see dozens of would-be Pride members trooping 

up and down Asp Avenue on their way to and from practice and auditions the second week 

of August. When the band is set, there is no better way to end the day than to emerge from 

my building near the swim complex and hear the strains of òBoomer Sooner.ó I think to my-

self, òIs this cool or what?!ó 

The football team is practicing at the stadium, the preseason polls are out and the hype has 

begun. Please join us for a fun-filled Homecoming weekend on Halloween, Oct. 31 when the 

Sooners take on the Kansas State Wildcats. Be sure to check our Web site ð 

http://www.oubandalumni.org/ where we will begin to post details about that weekend as 

we get them. 

Oh yes, and that traffic jam? It was the first day of sorority rush week. I was late but I did not 

care. Campus was coming back to life, Norman is filled with energy and football season is 

just around the corner. It doesnõt get much better than that. 

Boomer Sooner! 

Susan Grossman 

aka Sue Mathewson 

OUBAA President 

Flute/piccolo 79-82 

SECOND ANNUAL PRIDE GOLF TOURNAMENT  

June 18, 2009 at Jimmie Austin  OU Golf Club in Norman, OK  

 The 2
nd

 Annual Pride 
of Oklahoma Golf Tournament 
held on June 18, at OUôs 
Jimmie Austin Golf Club in-
cluded players from OUôs 
Alumni Affairs Office, generous 
sponsors, and alumni band 
members!  We hope to grow 
the size of the tournament and 
sponsors in future years, so 
please stay posted for the an-
nouncement of next yearôs 
event. 

Pride pep band playing a Boomer 

for the Tournament tee-off  

Suzanne Baxter, Brenda Boss, 

Cindy Creger, Sherry Kast 

OUBAA Website  

www.oubandalumni.org  

http://oubandalumni.org/
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August 12, 2009 

Dear Band Alumni, 

 A Boomer Sooner greeting to kick-off year 105 in the history of the Pride of Oklahoma!  As you read this, Brian Britt and 

the current staff will have navigated through another pre-camp week of membership selection and taught over 100 first-year 

members the pregame show with many repetitions to match downfield strides and move with precision to the interlocking OU.  

Iôm sure you remember your very first pregame show , so enjoy peering into the eyes of this yearôs Pride and live vicariously 

through their life-changing experiences! 

 A few announcements are in order with personnel changes and summer event reports to keep you up to date.  First of all, 

we congratulate Mr. Jeff Jahnke , assistant director of bands, on his new position as head high school director and coordinator of 

fine arts for the Lovejoy ISD in the north Dallas area near Allen, TX.   We are grateful to Mr. Jahnke for his extraordinary three-

year contribution to the entire OU band program and extend our best wishes to Jeff, his wife Carrie and daughter, Sarah, in their 

new beginning. 

 Ms. Debra Traficante , OU doctoral wind conducting associate, graduate assistant, and womenôs basketball band director 

for the past two years, has been appointed interim assistant director of bands.  Ms. Traficante brings a wealth of talent, experi-

ence and continuity to our program, helping us to not skip a beat in the day-to-day teaching and planning.  Debraôs spouse, Tom, 

is in his 3rd year on the special education faculty at Westmoore High School and was recently appointed defensive coordinator for 

the 9th grade football team at Westmoore HS. 

 Danh Pham  (BME Depauw U., MM Indiana U.), doctoral graduate conducting associate continues for the 2nd year on our 

staff and we have added Troy Beneffield  to our doctoral conducting program.  Troy, (BME U. Alabama, MM OU) was a percus-

sion graduate assistant for the OU bands during the Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl seasons from 2002-04, before teaching band for 

5 years at Alpharetta High School in the Atlanta, Georgia area. 

2009 Summer Events:   

Brian Britt, the band staff, and section leaders held the annual Pride of Oklahoma Leadership Retreat on June 12-14, at 

the OU Biological Station Campus at Lake Texhoma near Willis Bridgeðwhere we could keep an eye on Texas!  The 

agenda included team building led by Dr. Michael Raiber, music brainstorming, as well as teaching and leadership 

techniques. 

The 2nd Annual Pride of Oklahoma Golf Tournament held on June 18, at OUôs Jimmie Austin Golf Club included players 

from OUôs Alumni Affairs Office, generous sponsors, and alumni band members!  We hope to grow the size of the 

tournament and sponsors in future years, so please stay posted for the announcement of next yearôs event.   

From June 24-26, we hosted the OU Conducting and Teaching Workshop for band directors that included clinics by the 

OU band and music education faculty as well as special guest, Ardmore native, and OU Alumnus Mark McGahey 

who has established an award-winning band program at Keller HS, Texas.  The workshop also featured the Moore 

High School Band (Marc Mueller, director and MME graduate from OU in the late 80ôs) and the combined units of the 

Air Force ñBand of the Westò from Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio with the ñAir National Guard Band of the 

Gulf Coastò from Ft. Worth, TX.  Participants from Oklahoma, Texas, and Mississippi took part in the three-day event 

that culminated in a military band concert at the Norman Public Schoolôs Nancy OôBrien Center for the Performing 

Arts. 

The OU Honors Wind Ensemble Camp, July 9-11, enrolled 48 high school honors music students from Oklahoma and 

Texas that concluded with a concert in Catlett Music Centerôs beautiful and acoustically rich, Paul F. Sharp Concert 

Hall. 

Pride of Oklahoma members spread the ñSooner Spiritò in Dallas, Tulsa, and Oklahoma City for OUôs Athletic Department 

Sooner Caravan Events. 

 Finally, a thank you  to the entire University of Oklahoma Bands family including Brian and Alicia Britt, Gene and Karen 

Thrailkill, the Gene Braught Family, and all alumni band members as well as past and present officers for the legacy you each 

have created for the Pride of Oklahoma.  We are honored by your accomplishments and challenged to continue the tradition.  We 

hope to see you at Homecoming! 

Dr. William K. Wakefield, Director 

University of Oklahoma Bands 

A Letter from Dr. William K. Wakefield, Director, University of Oklahoma Bands  

Online Homecoming Registration available soon at  

www.oubandalumni.org! 
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Dear Fellow Pride of Oklahoma Alumni, 

 As I write this letter, we are getting geared up for the 2009 Pride of Oklahoma  Auditions.  By all indica-

tions, this will be another outstanding group of young men and women, well capable of continuing the tradition 

that you worked so hard to build. We are eager to get the band selected and begin the process of preparing 

our music and drill and even more eager to start supporting the Sooners to another successful season! 

 Please make your plans now to join us at the OU vs. Kansas State game for Homecoming 2009 .  Since 

the K-State game will be on Halloween, we are planning a special Pride and Alumni version of the ñThrillerò 

dance routine that received a standing ovation at the 2007 Texas A&M game! We will have online teaching 

aids available soon as our color guard captains are preparing QuickTime instructional videos! This way every-

one can practice before arriving on campus for Homecoming. 

 I am excited to report that with President Borenôs full support, we are launching two new development 

initiatives that you will be hearing more about very soon: 

1. The Pride of Oklahoma Patrons  - With an annual gift of $100 or more, anyone who loves the 

Pride can become a Pride of Oklahoma Patron. These gifts will help support The Pride while also 

giving supporters the opportunity to receive invitations to a special pre-season Pride camp event, a 

game-day luncheon, the end-of-season banquet and the annual golf tournament, as well as The 

Pride newsletter and e-mail updates. 

2. Position Sponsorships and Section Sponsorships - With position and section sponsorships, 

our goal is to endow The Pride to ensure that it continues to be the very best organization of its 

kind in the nation. These sponsorships will provide funds in perpetuity for recurring capital needs of 

the band program, including uniforms, instruments, and equipment, as well as stipends for ALL of 

the student-musicians. Naming opportunities are available to donors who endow individual position 

sponsorships at $15,000 or section sponsorships at $50,000 to $500,000 (depending on section 

size). Additionally, shared sponsorship opportunities for as little as $50 a month can bring this 

dream to a reality. This also makes this giving opportunity more accessible to a broader range of 

Pride supporters and friends. 

 We will share more information about both of these initiatives throughout the upcoming football season.  

For more information on supporting The Pride of Oklahoma Marching Band, please contact Karen Renfroe at 

krenfroe@ou.edu or (405) 325-3366.  

 Finally, please accept our sincerest thanks for your continued support of the student members of the 

Pride of Oklahoma. We are fortunate to be associated with you! Remember that this is YOUR band and you 

are always welcome to attend any rehearsals of the Pride. We would love to have you come out and see the 

current Pride members rehearse and relive some memorable moments from your Pride days. The fashions and 

hair have changed, but the enthusiasm and energy remain the same. Rain or shine, heat or ice, we will do all 

we can to keep our level of performance and support of the Sooners at a level second to none! 

 I hope to see you at the Pride Field sometime this fall and sincerely hope you will be able to be a part of 

the halftime excitement at the OU vs. Kansas State game. 

Boomer Sooner! 

Brian Britt, Class of ó87 

Director of ñThe Pride of Oklahomaò 

A Letter from Brian Britt, Director of ñThe Pride of Oklahomaò 
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Scholarship Contributions 

All Contributions to our Scholarship Funds with the OU Foundation are auto-

matically doubled by the OU Alumni Association, and they are tax deducti-

ble.  A $25.00 donation will increase the balance by $50.00.  Please make 

checks for contributions made payable to OU Foundation and note the pre-

ferred scholarship account number on your check. 

General Fund-30005 Lloyd Curtis-40282 Oscar Lehrer-40283 

William Wehrend-40284 Leonard Haug-40285 Gene Braught-40286 

Eugene Springer-40596 Myra Jo Moon--40955 Gene Thrailkill-41135 

Game Day Uniform  

Our white golf -style uniform shirt, black/dark pants, slacks, or 
jeans and black/dark shoes.  If you need one of our uniform 

shirts, you may order one on the homecoming registration form.  
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The current long-term outlook is for near nor-

mal temperature and precipitation this fall in 

Central Oklahoma 

The average high temperature on October 31st 

is 67 and average low is 44. 

Warmest temperature on record for Halloween 

is 97 in 1938 and coldest is 16 in 1993. 

Although it is usually a relatively dry time of 

year, record precipitation for the 31st is 

1.82" in 1972. 

Earliest snows on record for the area are in late 

October, but snow is rare.  A trace of snow 

was recorded on the 31st most recently in 

1991. 

Sunrise will be at 7:50 am CDT and sunset at 

6:36 pm CDT (DST ends at 2:00 am the fol-

lowing morning).  The moon will be approach-

ing the full phase and will rise 5:07 pm CDT 

(could be beautiful for an evening game!). 

WEATHER FORECAST FOR OCTOBER 31, 2009 

Remember to check our website often.  www.oubandalumni.org  

Save the Date for  
Homecoming October 31st  

OU vs K State  

Must register by October 1st.  

Plan to join us at Catlett  
Friday night for the playing re-

hearsal and for fellowship.  

Itõs nearly impossible to set an itinerary for Game Day until we know 

when kick-off will be. 

Typical events we try to schedule during the weekend include: 

 Playing Rehearsal Friday Night at Catlett at 6:30pm to pre-register, and to 

check out instruments and music.  We will meet at 6:30, and start the play-

ing rehearsal at 7:00. 

 Saturday ñ  Registration and Business Meeting (Second FloorñStudent Un-

ionñBeaird Lounge) 

 Marching Rehearsal (practice field south of stadium) 

 Lunch (south end of south oval) 

 We plan to have the Equipment Truck in a convenient spotñon the practice 

field south of stadium.  Usually it will contain the borrowed instruments and 

flags, the music flip folders, and will be used to store empty cases during the 

game. 

 Saturdayõs Schedule will be announced at Friday nightõs rehearsal.  Weõll 

email it and post it on the website sooner if possible! 

PAYMENT BY CHECK INFORMATION  

Checks for Homecoming Registration and Annual Dues should be made payable to OUBAA.  Checks for direct contribution to the 
scholarship funds should be made payable to OU Foundation.  You may mail both to OU Band Alumni Association, P.O. Box 297, 
Norman, OK  73070-0297. 

OUBAA HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP  

Make a contribution to the scholarship fund of your choice for at least $600.00 and you will be awarded an Honorary Lifetime 

Membership in the University of Oklahoma Band Alumni Association.  This contribution will automatically be doubled ï by match-

ing funds from the OU Alumni Association plus your $15.00 OU Band Alumni Association annual dues will be considered paid for 

life.  Please note preferred scholarship account number on your check - make payable to OU Foundation. 

SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS  

All contributions made to the scholarship funds with the OU Foundation are tax deductible AND ARE MATCHED BY THE OU 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.  Any contribution will be appreciated.  No amount is too small.  $5.00     $25.00     $50.00     $100.00  

Etc.  Please note preferred scholarship account number on your check - make payable to OU Foundation. 


